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Saint John the Baptist Province 

In Memoriam 

The Postulancy began 

August 21, 2011 with six 

members; all were re-

ceived into the program 

by Fr. Jeffrey Scheeler, 

O.F.M., Provincial Minis-

ter, on August 25th. (The 

picture on the left was 

taken on that occasion.) 

On September 29th Mat-

thew O’Hearn was taken 

to a local hospital. There 

he received the sobering 

news that his cancer, which 

had been in remission for a number of years,  had returned with a vengeance.  By 

October 7th he returned to his home in Cambridge, NY to spend his remaining 

days with his family. 

Emails and other communications between Matt and the Friars and Postulants 

continued to bear affirmation of the seriousness of his condition. New tumors 

were developing and treatment soon became more palliative than therapeutic. 

Matt’s life ended suddenly on November 28th at his home.  

On November 30th, the Postulants; their Director, Fr. Carl Langenderfer, O.F.M.; 

and the Vocation Director, Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M. drove to Cambridge, NY to be with 

Matt’s family as they laid their son to rest. Fr. Frank Jasper, O.F.M., Vicar Provin-

cial, also participated in the events.  

In the short time that he was with us, Matt had a significant influence on those 

who had the privilege to meet him. His infectious smile and cheerful personality 

endeared him to his classmates and the Friars with whom he lived. While the com-

munity misses his presence we are also thankful for having gotten to know Matt 

briefly and are grateful for his presence. 

Matt’s family assured us that Matt  appreciated his short time with us and was 

very happy to have been accepted into our formation program. With that sense of 

joy and gratitude, Matt met Sister Death with a firm faith and hope in the love of 

Jesus. 

May he rest in peace. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Much has happened this fall—

some expected, some not 

expected. And in all of it I 

believe Jesus was present 

and working for our good. 

With joy we celebrated the Solemn Profes-

sion of Friar Richard Goodin, O.F.M. in late 

August. At about the same time we wel-

comed the six new Postulants. Almost at 

the same time two of our men in Temporary 

Profession discerned that this is not the life 

to which God is calling them. Can I see Je-

sus working in and through all of that? In 

the last newsletter I wrote that discernment 

works. Do I believe that? 

The rather sudden news of Matthew’s ill-

ness and subsequent death were not in the 

planning for these months. The workshops 

and the many visits I have made to 

Prospectives were planned. Can I find Jesus 

in all of that? 

The trip to New York for Matt’s funeral and 

the workshop in Burlington, WI were 

blessed opportunities to share some sacred 

time with our Postulants and Novices. Did I 

find Jesus in those events? 

My answer is YES in all cases. Why? Be-

cause our God became flesh and lives 

among us. That is the Good News we re-

ceive at Christmas. That is the Good News 

that tells us our God is with us in every 

situation and is always for us when we face 

life’s events. Whether happy or sad God is 

ALWAYS Emmanuel—God with us. This is 

truly Good News. 

Yes, I find Jesus in all of it when I pray and 

realize the message of Christmas. 

 Note from Fr. Don 

L to R: Joshua Froning, Jeffrey Schmitz, Fr. Jeffrey, O.F.M., Matthew 

O’Hearn, William Estrellanes, Clay Zapalac, and Shane Jensen 

The Come and See dates for 2012:  

February 10-12, 2012 

April 13-15, 2012 

 May 25-27, 2012—New date 

If you plan to join us for the 2012 Postulancy 

class, you must participate in one of the week-

ends. Please contact the Vocation Office for 

details (513-542-1082) 

Come and See Dates 



Jeff Schmitz: ―My first memories of Matt  were as 

a very reticent, polite man. He and I were to-

gether during our Come and See weekend and 

for Admissions Board. After those two pivotal 

weekends, I didn’t really feel like I knew much 

about him. It wasn’t until we took our provincial 

tour that I felt like Matt opened up about himself. 

I very much enjoyed the depth of his experiences 

and his subtle, dry sense of humor. He had a 

special way of making me laugh at the most 

unexpected times.‖ 

Clay Zapalac: ―He was a sweet, quiet man with a 

big heart. What little time we did have with him 

will be forever cherished. He always had a certain 

joy and peace about him. He always offered an 

encouraging word. I remember several accounts 

of his encouragement. One that comes to mind 

was at the beach house in Galveston. Some of us 

voiced concerns of uncertainty about our pros-

pects of making it through postulancy. He came 

forward and assured us that we all would do just 

fine. His conviction alone brought us comfort.‖ 

Josh Froning: ―From our first few moments to-

gether, I knew Matt was someone quite unlike 

anyone I had met before – deceptively funny and 

very caring. A reserved young man at first glance, 

he quickly opened up and became both a great 

friend and brother. One of the many aspects of 

Matt that I will never forget is his pervasive hu-

mor. It didn’t matter what we were doing or what 

was said, he would insert a funny comment and 

just smile away. Our last few conversations would 

begin rather serious, but that always gave way to 

hilarity and jovial laughter. He may be one of the 

most positive people I have ever had the grace to 

meet and know, and I thank God for that. Be-

sides his humor, Matt also was incredibly good-

natured and benevolent. His comments were 

always uplifting and inspiring.‖ 

William Estrellanes: ―What was Matt like? He was 

a light sleeper, a good singer, a great listener and 

a staunch peacemaker. He was a realist. His 

favorite colors were orange and green. He loved 

everything his mom cooked, especially meatballs. 

He was close to his family. His patron was Mat-

thew the Evangelist. He deprived himself of 

things he deemed as luxuries. He hoped to spend 

his STIP year in New Orleans. He didn’t know how 

to pack a travel bag. He rarely got cold. He didn’t 

know how to tie a tie. He loved ALL the animals. 

He couldn’t help himself every time he was 

around them. He talked to them like they could 

answer him back.‖ 

Shane Jensen: ―Matt was pretty quiet his first 

couple weeks, but during the provincial tour I 

really got to know him well. He had an awesome 

story about being with the Capuchins and put 

religious life in perspective for me. There was an 

experience I told him about that he said was one 

of the funniest stories he’d ever heard. If he was 

ever upset or in a bad mood, all I had to do was 

bring up my story and he would laugh and be in a 

better mood. He truly was very good at encourag-

ing others. Whenever I would share with him my 

challenges in postulancy, he would have just the 

right words to say to help me not to worry and to 

increase my faith.‖ 

(These comments were originally published in the Saint John the 

Baptist Provincial Newsletter) 

 

Postulants Attend Workshops 

Three participate in a Come and 

See weekend 

Vocation Media Resources 
Our Provincial website (www.franciscan.org) continues to provide a wealth of informa-

tion about our life and ministry as Friars. The Vocation drop-down menu on the home 

page is a particularly rich resource for finding out about our men in Initial Formation 

and what Formation is all about.  

Besides the vocation blog (accessed  directly at http://vocationvibes.franciscan.org or 

from the website) we now have over 30 videos on YouTube. Our URL is:  

http://www.youtube.com/franciscanvocations 

Postulants Remem-

ber Their Classmate 

Three men participated in a Come and See weekend at 

Saint Anthony Friary in Cincinnati, OH on November 4-6, 

2011. They were (left to right) Stephen Vincent from 

Sulphur, LA; Justin Bell, from Cincinnati, OH; and 

Stephen Tosterud from Bush, LA. Friars Richard Goodin, 

O.F.M. and Roger Lopez, O.F.M. assisted in the week-

end. This was the first such weekend of this academic 

year. The second was scheduled for December 2-4, 

2011 but was cancelled due to the funeral of Matt O'Hearn. 

The Postu-

lants from 

seven Prov-

inces in the 

US and Can-

ada and from 

the Commis-

sariat of the 

Holy Land 

gathered to-

gether twice this fall for workshops. They met first at the Jesuit Retreat House in Mil-

ford, OH October 16-21 for a week of personality profiling led by Bro. Tim Lamb, O.F.M. 

of St. John the Baptist Province.  The second gathering, December 5-9 at the Inter-

provincial Novitiate in Burlington, WI, was for a workshop on Male Spirituality and 

Sexuality led by Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M. of Saint John the Baptist Province. 

The 24 Postulants of the eight entities will form the novitiate class of 2012-1013 so 

the workshops were more than just intellectual input. They also served as an opportu-

nity for the men to meet one another and to begin forming into a class. The workshop 

at Burlington also afforded the men an opportunity to see the novitiate building, to 

experience a bit of the novitiate life, and to meet the present Novices. 

There are presently 14 Novices from six prov-

inces in the US and Canada. 

At right are the five Novices and five Postu-

lants from Saint John the Baptist Province. 

The 24 Postulants, their Directors and Fr. Don at the Burlington, WI gathering. 


