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Saint John the Baptist Province

Young Friars Busy this Summer
with school and ministry

Michael Charron, O.F.M. made his First Profes-
sion of Vows June 15, 2010. After a brief vaca-
tion in his home town of Cincinnati, Friar Michael
will attend classes in Franciscan Spirituality at
St. Bonaventure University this summer and
then begin his studies toward priesthood at De
Paul University in Chicago, IL in the fall.

Richard Goodin, O.F.M. begins his
STIP  (Supervised Time In the Prov-
ince) year by joining the Friars at
Negril in Jamaica. (Most Friars do a
STIP experience in their 3rd year of Temporary Vows .)

Daniel Helfrich, O.F.M. (2nd year of Temporary Vows) spent the month of
June at St. Mary Parish in Bloomington, IL. He will begin year-long training
as an electrician at Coyne College in Chicago in July.

Roger Lopez, O.F.M. (2nd year of Temporary Vows) finished his class work
at De Paul University in June, will attend classes at St. Bonaventure Univer-
sity in July, spend August at St. Patrick Parish in Galveston, TX, and return
to De Paul University in the fall where he will finish his undergraduate de-
gree in the spring.

Joshua van Cleef, O.F.M. (2nd year of Temporary Vows) spent June in
Chinli, AZ, will attend St. Bonaventure University in July, vacation and
make a retreat in August, and return to the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago in the fall to continue his studies toward priesthood.

Clifford Hennings, O.F.M. (2nd year of Temporary Vows) visited with his
family who live in Scotland in June, will attend St. Bonaventure University
in July, spend August at St. Francis Retreat House in Easton, PA, and re-
turn to De Paul University in the fall where he, like Friar Roger, will com-
plete his undergraduate degree this coming academic year.

The goals of the three years spent in Temporary Vows are to gain knowledge and ex-
pertise in ministry—thus our men are in a ministerial setting throughout the year on a
part-time basis and more intensely for part of the summer as well as during their STIP
year—and to continue growing in Franciscan Spirituality and Maturity under the super-
vision of their Formation Directors. At the end of these years they are eligible to make
their final, life-long profession of Solemn Vows.

Provincial Minister Jeffrey Scheeler, O.F.M.
receives  Michael Charron, O.F.M.’s Profession
(Friar Michael pictured in insert)

Friars Colin King (left) and Adam Calder
(right) were received into the Novitiate
June 25th to begin their canonical year
as Novices. They were joined by eight
others from four Franciscan Provinces
from the United States and Canada.

July 1st, six men from around the United
States and Canada arrived in Cincinnati,
OH to begin their year of Postulancy. They
are:

Eric Seguin
(40)
Ottawa, ON

Daniel Birch
(30)

Harrisburg, PA

Pierce Gibson
(24)
Round Rock, TX

Adam Farkas
(21)

Richmond, MI

Joseph DiAte
(21)
Chapmans-
boro, TN

Jonathan Beer
(20)

Hamilton, OH



Note from Fr. Don

YLC in Joliet Diocese

Vocation Media Resources
Our Provincial website (www.franciscan.org) continues to provide a wealth of informa-
tion about our life and ministry as Friars. The Vocation drop-down menu on the home
page is a particularly rich resource for finding out about our men in Initial Formation
and what Formation is all about.

Besides the vocation blog (accessed  directly at http://vocationvibes.franciscan.org or
from the website) we now have 28 videos on YouTube. Our URL is:

http://www.youtube.com/franciscanvocations

Approximately 600 Youth Leaders and their chaperones in the
Diocese of Joliet, IL gathered for the annual Youth Leadership
Conference (YLC) at Lewis University in Joliet June 25-27.  This
year Bro. Christopher Meyer, O.F.M., joined Bro. Tim Lamb,
O.F.M.  and Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M. at our vocation table.

Last year we found this to be one of the best
youth gatherings we attended. It lived up to its
reputation this year as well. In spite of the high
humidity and heat, the young people prayed,
played, listened to talks, and sang songs of
praise with gusto. The three of us discussed
Religious Life with a good number of young men who expressed

some interest in our way of life. If nothing else, we let them know that the Franciscans
are alive and well in today’s Church.

Bros. Chris and Tim
preparing for Saturday
morning Mass

Fr. Don at display table

July 4th Picnic
Again this July 4th the local Friars joined the Friar Community of St.
Anthony Friary for a picnic. Begun in 1985 when St. Anthony Friary
was our Novitiate, this annual gathering  continues to be a opportu-
nity for the local Friars to meet  our youngest members and to be-
gin associating faces with names. Since we

moved our Novitiate to Cedar Lake, IN, St. Anthony has been the
place where our Postulancy Program resides. So this year our six
new postulants were informally introduced to about 40 of the local
Friars. The heat and humidity kept activities fairly modest, but the

food was great.

Besides the traditional
balloon toss pictured
above, a few of the guys
played rounds of bean-
bag toss.

On the quieter side,
some played  card
games and a few tried
their hand at scrabble.
(In this picture Adam

Farkas [dark blue shirt] takes on three of
the more seasoned scrabble players.)

FULL

Come and See weekends
September 3-5, 2010

November 12-14 , 2010
January 7-9, 2011
March 11-13, 2011

and April 29-May 1, 2011

Due to the number of men wishing to
participate in these weekends, we sug-
gest that you let the Vocation Office
know well in advance when you plan to
attend.

Postulants Offi-
cially Received

On July 6, in the
context of Evening
Prayer, the six new
Postulants were
formally received
into the Postulancy

Program by Provincial Minister, Jeffrey
Scheeler, O.F.M.  They each received a
Tau Cross (on the table before the
Blessed Sacrament before Fr. Jeff
blessed them), a symbol of dedication
and commitment for Saint Francis and a
sign dear to the Franciscans.

As you can see from
their mini-bios on
page one, these men
came from north and
south, east and west
to fulfill their dream
of following Saint Francis. They range in
age from 20 to 40. Some have college
degrees; others do not. Some have exten-
sive work experience; others have little.
But from this mix of backgrounds and
talents will come a new class of Francis-
can Friars living “The Life and Rule of the
Friars Minor [which] is this, namely, to
observe the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Je-
sus Christ, by living in obedience, without
anything of one’s own, and in chastity.”
These six new Postulants will begin the
task of learning what that means and
how to live it in community. Please re-
member them in your prayers. (see video on
YouTube)

Eric receives a Tau Cross

It is with a great deal of joy—
and a little pride—that I write
about the advancement of
our men in formation and
welcome the newest Postu-
lants. The present 14 men in

formation have all passed through the Vo-
cation Office as they began their discern-
ment and sought to fulfill their dreams.
Having worked closely with each, I know the
quality of their character and have tested
their commitment to their calling. That test-
ing goes on as they experience the next
step in their journey to becoming life-time
Friars. My prayers go with them.

Joe DiAte and Jonathan Beer
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