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Saint John the Baptist Province 

Father Richard Goodin, O.F.M. 

On May 10, 2014 Bro. Rich-

ard Goodin, O.F.M. was or-

dained to the Presbyterate by 

Bishop Charles Thompson of 

Evansville, IN. Readers of this 

newsletter may recall that just 

a year ago, Bishop Thompson 

ordained Bro. Richard to the 

Diaconate. The bishop had 

been Richard’s pastor when 

he was growing up in Leba-

non, KY. While Richard was in formation, Charles Thompson was named the Bish-

op of Evansville, IN. As a personal and family friend he came to join the Friars of 

St. John the Baptist Province for Richard’s Solemn Profession and then ordained 

him Deacon and Priest. 

Fr. Richard (30) returned home to Lebanon, KY on 

May 11 to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving in his 

home parish. After a few weeks of vacation, Fr. 

Richard will return to Cincinnati where he will gain 

some pastoral experience serving at St. Clement 

Parish before beginning his new assignment in Sep-

tember in Nagril, Westmoreland, Jamaica. While in 

formation, Richard spent a year in Nagril working 

with our missionaries there.  

As I wrote a reflection for the 

last issue of this newsletter, 

I was recuperating form 

knee surgery and was in 

physical therapy hoping to 

get back to work soon. 

My plans, however, were not to be real-

ized quickly. The surgery to repair my torn 

quadriceps tendon was unsuccessful so 

on April 4 I underwent a second surgery. 

Back into the wheelchair for another 

month and back into physical therapy. 

This time it appears that the repair was 

successful although recuperation is very 

slow. 

On Tuesday, June 24 I was able to return 

to my home friary; a place where I had 

not been able to live since early January. 

There is a flight of stairs going to the sec-

ond floor where the chapel, my room, and 

the shower are located. So, the house 

has a few challenges, but they prove to 

be good therapy. The positive side is that 

I’m home with two very accommodating 

and helpful Friars and a wonderful patio 

in the back yard where I can read and 

enjoy nature. I am able to drive and get 

around, but not yet ready to fly. 

How is the Vocation Office doing while 

I’ve been recuperating? Well, obviously 

well since we have five young men enter-

ing our Postulancy Program. Bro. Bob has 

been picking up some of the slack, and 

the Holy Spirit has been working over-

time. 

Toward the end of the summer I HOPE to 

be back into full swing, but we’ll see. I’ve 

learned not to presume and anticipate 

results. Healing has its own timetable 

and I have nothing to say about it. 

 Note from Fr. Don 

Solemn Profession 
On August 23, 2014, Bros. Michael Charron, O.F.M. and Colin King, O.F.M. will 

make their life-long Solemn Profession of Vows as Franciscans at St. Clement 

Church in Cincinnati, OH at 10:30 a.m.  

All are welcome to attend the celebration. Please 

simply RSVP to the Vocation Office (513-542-1082 

or sjbvocations@franciscan.org) by August 15 if you 

would like to join us. A light meal with follow the 

Mass. 

Bros. Michael (left) and Colin (right) 

Come and See Dates 

for 2014-2015 

Due to a number of factors, health being 

one of them, we have not yet set the 

dates for the 2014-2015 Come and See 

weekends. We will get word out as soon 

as we know for sure, but they will defi-

nitely begin in early fall. 



One of the most distinctive features of 

the Franciscan habit is the white cord 

with three knots. But where do these 

cords come from? 

Well, many, many years ago Friar Herme-

negild Eilermann, O.F.M. invented a 

machine which weaves cotton threads 

into cords. The machine remained in 

the provincial tailor shop for many 

years. Presently, it resides at the Inter-

provincial Novitiate in Burlington, WI. 

Below is a picture of Bro. Bernard Jen-

nings, O.F.M. who, until recently, was the 

chief cord maker of our province. 

There have been many inventions and 

scientific discoveries attributed to the 

Friars  down through the centuries . Rog-

er Bacon is perhaps one of the best 

known Franciscan scientists.  

Today many Friars are involved in com-

puter and software design as well as oth-

er creative endeavors. One never knows 

what the Friars will come up with next. 

Five Accepted for This Year’s 

Postulancy Program 

Where do the Friars’ 

Cords come from? 

Saint John the Baptist Province is happy to announce that we have five young men 

preparing to join our Postulancy Program on August 20, 2014. Approved for this year 

are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor, John and Tom made their Come and See weekend together in March 2014. 

Jonathon made his in September 2013 and Carlo made his in January 2014. 

We welcome these five men and ask the Lord’s blessing on them as they begin their 

Franciscan formation with us. 

Trevor Blum (21) 

Lake Wylie, SC 

John Boissy  (21) 

Cincinnati, OH 

Thomas Murphy (21) 

Los Alamos, NM 

Carlo Shivel (19) 

London, KY 

Jonathon Douglas (19) 

Cleveland, OH 

May 19-23, 2014 the about 130 members of St. John the Baptist Province met in 

Chapter at Saint Meinrad Archabbey, St. 

Meinrad, IN. This tri-annual meeting of 

the province serves as a fraternal gather-

ing in which the Friars elect leadership 

and pass legislation that will guide our 

life in the future. St, Meinrad proved to be 

a comfortable place with outstanding Benedictine hospitality.  

The election results were counted live and projected 

on the screen for all to see using software designed 

by Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M.  This added a bit of excite-

ment during a couple of elections that were close 

and went into a third ballot  which, by provincial 

norm, is a run-off between two Friars. Everyone 

loves a “horserace.” 

Friars meet in Chapter 
Where are our Guys in For-

mation this summer? 

Bros. Michael Charron and Colin King are 

presently on a retreat in Assisi preparing 

for Solemn Vows along with Friars from 

other provinces. Nick Thorvaldsen is pre-

paring for novitiate and spending a few 

weeks at St. Bonaventure Univ. with his 

novitiate classmates. Bros. Adam Farkas 

and Eric Seguin are in Cincinnati, OH and 

Southfield, MI respectively beginning 

their year of internship in the province.  

And Bros. Roger Lopez and Clifford Hen-

nings are moving into a new friary in Chi-

cago and preparing for Colin’s arrival. 


