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Saint John the Baptist Province 

On Friday, April 13th, three men joined the 

Friars and Postulants  at Saint Anthony Fri-

ary in Cincinnati to participate in a Come and 

See weekend. The weekend began with Eve-

ning Prayer with the local community and 

ended with the Eucharist on Sunday morn-

ing. 

Two of the three attending the weekend (and  

pictured left to right) were: 

Matt Schmidt (24) a student at Cincinnati State College and a graduate of Saint 

Ambrose University in Davenport, IA where he earned a BA in Liberal Arts. He is 

pursuing a degree in Mechanical Engineering at CSC. 

Joshua Roth (21) comes to us from Union, KY. Having earned his GED, Josh now 

works for Verst Group Logistics. 

Helping Fr. Don with the weekend were Friars Colin King, O.F.M. and Adam Calder, 

O.F.M. from Chicago. Both Friars are presently studying while in formation as Tem-

porary Professed.   

A few days ago I was clean-

ing out some computer files 

and I found an article on the 

Admissions Board that I 

wrote for this newsletter 

back in 2007.  Since that 

was five years ago and most of the read-

ers of this issue have joined us more 

recently, I decided to repeat it  with a few 

updates for accuracy. 

The Admissions Board consists of six 

friars whose sole task is to decide 

whether or not a man seeking admis-

sion into the Postulancy Program is 

ready to begin the process of forma-

tion. The members represent a cross 

section of friars including some who 

are involved in the training of new 

members in the Order. They convene 

usually three times a year. 

As the individual progresses through 

the discernment process, the Voca-

tion Director is his main contact with 

the Friars. The Director gets to know 

him through visits, emails, telephone 

conversations, various forms of test-

ing, etc. Meanwhile, he compiles a 

file with the required documentation 

and records confirming his health, 

educational/employment back-

ground, commitment to the practice 

of the faith, and overall readiness for 

the Religious Life. When the Director 

and the prospective feel that all is in 

place and the individual wants to seek 

formal acceptance into the Postulancy 

Program, the compiled information is 

passed on to the Admissions Board 

members who study it and then meet 

with him face-to-face.  

The meeting takes place within the 

context of prayer and discernment. 

The Vocation Director presents the 

individual as one he feels is properly 

prepared and ready for formation. 

The Board’s task is to examine that  
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Note from Fr. Don Two Approved for Postulancy 

On Saturday, June 16, 2012, the Admissions Board ap-

proved Zachary Bischler (20) from Henry, IL as the second 

member of the Postulancy Class of 2012. Ramón Castellon 

(22) was approved on March 24, 2012. These men will 

begin their initial formation as Postulants for the Province 

of Saint John the Baptist on August 19 at St. Anthony Friary 

in Cincinnati , OH. 

Ramón (left) comes to us from Santa 

Ana, CA and Zach (right) from the 

heart of Illinois. Both have taken 

some college classes and have 

worked since graduating from High School in 2009 and 

2011 respectively.  

Both men have been discerning with us for a couple of 

years listening and responding to the Holy Spirit working in 

them. We warmly welcome both to our province. 

Three make Come and See Weekend 



20 Friars Celebrate Jubilees 
 

New Vocation Media Resources 
Our Provincial website (www.franciscan.org) continues to provide a wealth of informa-

tion about our life and ministry as Friars. The Vocation drop-down menu, especially,  

highlights many aspects of discernment and initial formation. But, it is time to launch 

into new forms of media to spread the news about Franciscan life.  

Thus about a month ago Fr. Don set up a FaceBook page for the Vocation Office enti-

tled Franciscan Vocations; St. John the Baptist Province. We also continue our You-

Tube channel (http://www.youtube.com/franciscanvocations) and are in the process 

of updating the selection of videos posted there. 

The creation of the new videos for YouTube coincides with the development of a new 

CD. The mini CD which the Vocation Office presently sends in the initial packet to new 

inquirers will be replaced with either a stick drive or a CD with newer interviews and 

features. Fr. Don retained the services of Franciscan Media (previously Saint Anthony 

Messenger Press) to tape interviews with our men in Temporary Vows. He is also mak-

ing plans to interview our present Novices. Hopefully the projects will be completed by 

the end of the summer or early fall. 

No matter how much “advertizing” we do, however, the main focus of the Vocation 

Office  remains discerning one-on-one with young men who feel called to the Francis-

can way of life. A vocation is a mystery, a call from our loving God, and is thereby a 

sacred trust to be carefully respected and cherished. We use the media simply to get 

the word out. The primary focus remains those who are blessed with the call to serve. 

On Memorial Day the Postulants and Friars from Cincinnati and far beyond gathered at 

St. Monica-St. George Church to celebrate 1070 years of Franciscan service to the 

Church.  Making up that vast amount of years was Fr. Noel William, O.F.M. (who turns 

97 this year) who served for 70 years and a priest and Fr. Warren Zeisler, O.F.M. who 

served 70 years as a Friar. The youngest jubilarians  were Fr. Mark Schoener, O.F.M. 

who has been a priest for 25 years and Bros. David Crank, O.F.M. and Alan Schmitz, 

O.F.M. who have been Friars for 25 years. The other 15 celebrated 65, 60 and 50 

years of either priesthood or profession of vows. All present were treated to a dinner 

after the Eucharist honoring this year’s Jubilarians. 

Come and See Dates 
The dates for 2012-2013 are: 

 October 19-21, 2012 

November 30-December 2, 2012 

February 8-10, 2012 

April 19-21, 2013 

Making a Come and See weekend is a re-

quirement for admission to our community. 

They are “by invitation” and one gets invited 

by fulfilling a couple of preliminary steps. 

First, one must return a completed Personal 

Inventory. Second, the Vocation Director 

needs to visit the prospective in a face-to-

face interview. 

Please contact the Vocation Office for fur-

ther details. 

 (513-542-1082 or 800-827-1082) 

(above) Fr. Hilarion Kistner, 

O.F.M.  celebrated 65 years 

as a priest. Novice William 

Gibson, O.F.M. looks on from 

the right. 

(right) Postulant Jeffrey 

Schmitz assists Fr. Noel 

William, O.F.M. who cele-

brated 70 years of priest-

hood. As a boy, Jeffrey be-

longed to the parish in Lafay-

ette, IN where Fr. Noel 

served as pastor. 

(above) Matt Schmidt and Justin Bell, 

joined the Friars for the Jubilee celebration. 

Both have made a Come and See weekend 

within the past year. Friars Richard Goodin, 

O.F.M.; Clifford Hennings, O.F.M.; and 

Adam Calder, O.F.M. are in the pew behind 

while Fr. Mark Hudak, O.F.M. and Bro. Chris 

Cahill, O.F.M. are in the pew next to Matt 

and Justin. Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M. is in front 

of Friar Adam. 
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decision and to add their own  in-

sights and conclusions. 

At the end of the meeting, the individ-

ual receives a summary of the Board’s 

insights into his preparedness. The 

Vocation Director stays in contact 

with him to facilitate his continuing 

discernment and the Postulancy Di-

rector begins to inform him of the de-

tails of beginning a life as a Postulant.  

Solemn Vow Ceremony 

Friar Roger Lopez, O.F.M. will make his 

Profession of Final Vows 

on August 25, 2012 at 

St. Clement Church in 

Cincinnati, OH at 10:30 

a.m. This marks Friar 

Roger’s completion of 

Initial Formation and his 

entry into full and per-

manent membership in 

the Order of Friars Minor. All are welcome 

to attend. 

In preparation for this event, Friar Roger 

will  remain in Cincinnati where he did his 

S.T.I.P. (Supervised Time In the Province) 

year at Roger Bacon High School. In June 

he will join Fr. Don Miller, O.F.M. for a 

Capstone Course in Franciscan Sources 

at Holy Family Friary in Oldenburg, IN.  

Later in the summer he will join other 

Franciscans preparing for Final Vows on a 

pilgrimage and retreat in Assisi, Italy. 



What are the younger Friars and Postulants doing this 

summer? 
Friar Richard Goodin, O.F.M., who made his Solemn Profession Au-

gust 2011 and has been continuing his studies for the priesthood in 

Chicago, IL, will be going to Assisi this summer to study Italian and 

become more deeply steeped in Franciscanism. 

Friar Roger Lopez, O.F.M. is preparing for his Solemn Profession this 

coming August. (see article on page 2) 

Friar Clifford Hennings, O.F.M., who just completed 

his S.T.I.P. year at St. Mary of the Angels Friary and 

Parish in the Ninth Ward of New Orleans and beginning his fourth 

year in Temporary Vows, will be spending his summer in Hazard, KY 

working at Mother of Good Counsel Friary and 

Parish in the heart of Appalachia.  

Friar Michael Charron, O.F.M. beginning his third year of Temporary 

Vows, is off to Easton, PA where he will be learning about retreat 

ministry at St. Francis Friary and Retreat House. 

Friar Colin King, O.F.M. will be experiencing the 

heat and humidity of Galveston, TX where he will 

be working in St. Patrick Friary and Parish. Due to the damage suf-

fered during recent hurricanes, the entire island of Galveston is now 

one parish with several churches. Friar Colin is 

beginning his second year of Temporary Vows. 

Friar Adam Calder, O.F.M., who is also beginning his second year of 

Temporary Vows, will be going to St. Clement Friary in Cincinnati, OH. 

Friar Adam will be doing various manual labors at the larger friaries 

in the greater Cincinnati area. 

These six Friars will be returning to Chicago this fall to continue their 

studies. Friars Richard and Roger will be living in a new Friary as 

Solemnly Professed Friars finishing their preparations for the priesthood. The others 

will return to St. Joseph Friary  which is the interprovincial Formation House  for the 

Temporary Professed of St. John the Baptist, Sacred Heart, and Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary Franciscan Provinces. 

Our four Novices (see below) will, as the saying goes in the Novitiate, “not be going 

anywhere.” They will continue their novitiate formation in Burlington, WI until August 

5th when they will make their First Profession of Vows. Then, after a few weeks of va-

cation, they will begin their life as Temporary Professed at St. Joseph Friary in Chicago.  

 

Friar Eric Seguin, 

O.F.M. 

Friar William Gibson, 

O.F.M. 

Friar Adam Farkas, 

O.F.M. 

Friar Jonathan Beer, 

O.F.M. 

Three of our four Postulants, Jeffrey 

Schmitz, William Estrellanes, and Joshua 

Froning,  will be heading to St. Bonaven-

ture University for summer school before 

going to the novitiate as our new class of 

Novices on  August 

15.th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fourth Postulant, 

Shane Jensen, will be a second year Pos-

tulant living at St. Clare Friary in Cincin-

nati, OH attending classes at Xavier Uni-

versity and working in the area. 

Our Postulants will be joining men from 

seven other Franciscan provinces 

throughout the United States and West-

ern Canada at the new Interprovincial 

Novitiate in Burlington, WI. Our present 

Novices  are members of the first class to 

go through the new program which began 

in August 2011. This collaborative effort 

on the part of the American and Cana-

dian Franciscans is a chance for our 

young men to appreciate the fact that we 

are truly members of the Franciscan Or-

der, not just of our respective Provinces. 

As communications and travel make co-

operation among the various Friars of the 

world much easier, it is important that we 

have an awareness of the whole Order.  

This is one step in that direction. 

Jeffrey Schmitz 

Joshua Froning 

William 

Estrellanes 

Shane Jensen 



This newsletter goes out to anyone who has contacted 

the Vocation Office of St. John the Baptist Province 

and remains actively engaged with the discernment 

process. So, if you received this issue, you are on 

our mailing list as someone who is at least minimally 

interested in our Franciscan way of life. Have you ever won-

dered if you are alone in your desire to discern a vocation with 

the Friars? The short answer is: You are not. Here are some 

statistical facts about who is discerning with you. 

As of June 15, 2012 there are 174 names in the data base. 

Of these, 38 have begun to discern with us in the calendar 

year 2012. So that means that 136 have been discerning 

with us for over six months. A total of 76 have been discerning 

with us for one full year, and 98 for over one year. So, the dis-

cernment process takes time  and really cannot be rushed.  

The next step in the discernment process is returning one’s 

completed Personal Inventory. Of the 174 discerners, 67  

(46%) have done so.  Of those, 44 (68%) have had a visit with the Vo-

cation Director. So, not everyone responds immediately — not even 

the Vocation Director.  

The eldest in the group is 42, the youngest is 15. (The age range for 

the 13 men presently in Initial Formation is 41 to 21.)  The median 

age is 23.5 and the mean age is 24.9. So, the concentration of age 

is in the middle 20s.  This means that  young adults are in-

terested in our way of life. The average age of young adults 

looking into the possibility of joining our commu-

nity is even lower than the national average which 

tend more toward the high 20s to low 30s.  

The country is fairly well represented with men 

from California to Delaware, from North Dakota 

to Florida.  

Finally, of the 174 men in the data bank, 21 

have participated in a Come and See week-

end. 

As you can see, you are not the only one 

interested in the Friars of St. John the Bap-

tist Province.  

Who is Interested in the Franciscan Fri-

ars of St. John the Baptist Province? 


