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Saint John the Baptist Province

Six Begin Postulancy Year
Saint Anthony Friary community
in Cincinnati, OH gathered in
the chapel on August 25, 2011,
to pray Evening Prayer and to
officially welcome six new Pos-
tulants into the Province. Fr.
Jeffrey Scheeler, O.F.M., our
Provincial Minister, was on
hand to participate in the ser-
vice and to bless six Tau
Crosses which he placed on
each of the new Postulants.

The Tau Cross was a symbol for
Saint Francis of total conversion. He used it to sign letters that he wrote and sent to
the Friars and he marked it on the wall of the place where he and the Friars slept. It
has become a Franciscan symbol along with the San Damiano Cross.

The six new Postulants will spend one year at St. Anthony
Friary learning what it means to live and pray and work as
a community of men dedicated to Jesus according to the
way of Saint Francis. They will study some primary
sources on Franciscan history and spirituality as well as
learn about liturgical prayer and music. Each will select a
spiritual director and will meet with the Postulant Direc-
tors, Frs. Carl Langenderfer, O.F.M. and Frank Geers,
O.F.M., on a regular basis.

Thursday of each week the Postulants will go to
their chosen ministry to serve the needy of the
greater Cincinnati area. Each will be choosing
his ministerial context in the next few weeks.

Beginning September 9 the Postulants and
their Directors will begin a tour of some of the
ministries of the province. They will be on the
road for approximately two weeks.

Those who received the last
Vocation Newsletter (June
2011) may be wondering how
well I can count. In that edition I

announced that we would be welcoming
eight new postulants into our program. As is
obvious, we welcomed six. Two men opted
to wait at least another year before joining
us. Last year we welcomed six men into the
program but five have gone on to our new
Interprovincial Novitiate. What’s going on?
As a familiar comment within the Initial
Formation Team puts it: “discernment
works.” A vocation is a mystery. It is a gift
from God who speaks in the quiet of each
man’s heart. As a Vocation Director I always
stand in awe as I view from the outside
what the Lord is doing on the inside. And
the ways of the Lord are not subject to
guess-work.
The Church requires that any man or
woman who feels a call to the Religious Life
spend a number of years in discernment
with his/her community of choice. For us
Franciscans it is five years minimum—one
year Postulancy and Novitiate and then at
least three years in Temporary Vows.
Throughout these years both the individual
and our community are in a process of dis-
cernment asking is it truly—to the best of
our knowledge and trusting in the mercy of
God—God’s will that a particular man join
our way of life.
On August 27th we celebrated the discern-
ment of Friar Richard Goodin, O.F.M. and
his formation team that he is indeed called
to be a Friar for life. We thank God for the
gift of Richard to our community but we
also thank God for all those who come and
discern with us. Not all will make Solemn
Vows, but all will know that they seriously
discerned a possible call and came closer
to realizing God’s workings in their life.
A Vocation is a mystery and discernment
works. Maybe some who have postponed
entry or left will yet join us. God knows. It is
not ours to control, but to cherish God’s
mysterious ways.

Note from Fr. Don

L to R: Joshua Froning, Jeffrey Schmitz, Fr. Jeffrey, O.F.M., Matthew O’Hearn, William
Estrellanes, Clay Zapalac, and Shane Jensen

The Tau Crosses which were blessed and
given to the new Postulants

Fr. Jeffrey, O.F.M. places a Tau Cross over the head of
Jeffrey Schmitz

Fr. Carl Langenderfer, O.F.M.
Director of Postulants



Richard Goodin, O.F.M.
Makes Solemn Vows

Vocation Media Resources
Our Provincial website (www.franciscan.org) continues to provide a wealth of informa-
tion about our life and ministry as Friars. The Vocation drop-down menu on the home
page is a particularly rich resource for finding out about our men in Initial Formation
and what Formation is all about.

Besides the vocation blog (accessed  directly at http://vocationvibes.franciscan.org or
from the website) we now have over 30 videos on YouTube. Our URL is:

http://www.youtube.com/franciscanvocations

Friars Travel to
World Youth Day

Come and See Dates

St Clement Church, Cincinnati, OH, August 27, 2011: On a gor-
geous  late summer day, before a packed church of family,
friends, and Friars, Richard T. Goodin, O.F.M. declared before God
and the Church that he desires to live the Franciscan way of life
“with all my heart” for the rest of his life. And, in the name of Al-
mighty God, Fr. Jeffrey Scheeler, O.F.M., our Provincial Minister, promised Friar Richard
that, if he observes all the things he promised, he will enjoy eternal life.

Our province has not had a Solemn Profession since
2008. While we have had a number of men in formation
during that time, for one reason or another, they did not
discern that God was calling them to our community for
life. Friar Richard has discerned that this is where he feels
God is calling him to dedicate his life and talents in the
service of others, especially the poor. Last year while in
Jamaica for his S.T.I.P. year (supervised time in the prov-
ince) Richard solidified his desire to be a Franciscan. His

work among the poor brought him great joy and peace and he voiced that joy and
peace in his profession of vows.

As a part of the Profession Ceremony, Friar Richard pros-
trated himself at the front of the main aisle of the church
as the entire congregation knelt and chanted the Litany of
the Saints invoking the aide of the throng of Franciscan
Saints and others. The Franciscan way of life, lived by thou-
sands for over 800 years, has produced many canonized
Saints. All prayed that those holy men and women would

support him, and all Franciscans, in the vowed life.

Shortly thereafter, Friar Richard placed his hands in the
hands of Fr. Jeffery, and pronounced his vows of obedience,
chastity, and not appropriating anything for himself. The cere-
mony concluded with each Friar present coming forward to
welcome him with an embrace of peace. All present then
celebrated the Eucharist, the source of strength and forgive-
ness for all.

You can see highlights of the service on YouTube at our channel: franciscanvocations.

Prior to his profession, Friar Richard recorded a podcast for Friar Dan Horan, O.F.M.’s

Dating God. It is well worth your time. Here is the link: http://wp.me/p16fWT-1dp.

Friar Richard with his parents and sisters,
Mallory and Lauren.

Along with 2.5
million other
people, Fr.
Don, Bro. Tim,
and two of our
T e m p o r a r y

Professed Friars, Joshua van Cleef and
Clifford Hennings, travelled to Madrid,
Spain for World Youth Day 2011. Above
is a shot that  Friar Clifford was able to
get as Pope Benedict XVI was passing by
in the Pope-Mobile.

The size of the crowds, the enthusiasm of
the young people, and the presence of
the Pope made the experience something
very special. Fr. Don heard confessions
by the hours, the other three Friars min-
gled with the groups of youth witnessing
to our Franciscan charism.

First Annual La-
bor Day Picnic

Because the Postulants
did not arrive until August
21st, the annual city-wide
Friar picnic on July 4th has
been replaced with an
annual Labor Day picnic. This year the

weather took a very
quick turn that day
with the high in the low
60s. Other than the
chill,  everyone seems
to have enjoyed it.

Clay Zapalac aims a bean
bag as Fr. Dan Havron,

O.F.M. looks on

Friars and Postulants enjoying a
picnic meal inside

The Come and See dates for 2011-2012:
November 4-6, 2011
December 2-4, 2011

February 10-12, 2012
April 13-15, 2012

June 1-3, 2012
Presently the November weekend is full.
If you plan to join us for the 2012 Postu-
lancy class, you must participate in one
of the weekends. Please contact the Vo-
cation Office for details (513-542-1082)
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