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Saint John the Baptist Province 

If you have been keeping 

track of our posts on YouTube 

and Facebook  you are well 

aware that we Friars have 

celebrated a lot of events in 

the past few weeks. We have 

had two receptions and two profession 

ceremonies, an 800th anniversary, and a 

rain-soaked picnic. Admittedly, the latter is 

quite minor compared to the other four. 

It all started on August 5, 2012 in Burling-

ton, WI when four of our men professed 

vows for the first time as they completed 

their Novitiate. Brothers Eric, William, 

Adam, and Jonathan are now Temporary 

Professed Friars living and studying in Chi-

cago. (see page 2) 

On August 11 the Poor Clares celebrated 

their 800th Anniversary, (see page 3) 

On August 15, Brothers Jeffrey, William, and 

Joshua were received into the Novitiate in 

Burlington, WI. (see page 3) 

Four days later, August 19, Ramón and 

Zach began their Postulancy in Cincinnati, 

OH, They were officially received on August 

23. (see page 3) 

Then on August 25 at St. Clement Church in 

Cincinnati, Brother Roger Lopez, O.F.M. 

made his Solemn (life-long) Profession and 

became a full member of the Order of Friars 

Minor. (see story at left) 

All told, we have thirteen men in Initial For-

mation and two in Priestly Formation for a 

total of fifteen. For this period of history, 

that isn’t bad at all!!! It is with a certain 

degree of pride and satisfaction that I cele-

brate these Friars. They are the fruits of a 

good deal of prayer and work. God bless 

them. 

Oh yeah, we had a rain-soaked picnic for 

the Friars on Labor Day at St. Anthony Fri-

ary. Last year it was chilly; this year it 

rained. What’s happening?!?! (see page 2) 

 
Note from Fr. Don Bro. Roger Lopez, O.F.M. 

Makes Solemn Profession 

Surrounded by family, Friars, and many lay friends, Roger Lopez, 

O.F.M. placed his hands into the hands of Fr. Jeffrey Scheeler, 

O.F.M., our Provincial Minister, and vowed to live the life of the 

Friars Minor for the rest of his life. And Fr. Jeffrey, in the name of 

the Order and the Church, accepted Brother Roger’s vows and, 

in the name of God, if he lives what he has vowed, promised him 

Eternal Life. 

For the second time in as 

many years, our Province of 

St. John the Baptist has 

witnessed the Solemn Pro-

fession of one of our young 

men in Initial Formation. They had completed five 

years of formal discernment (after at least a couple 

of years of discernment before deciding to enter) 

and had freely chosen to commit themselves to the 

Franciscan way of life. What an accomplishment! 

What a working of the Holy Spirit in our midst! 

In his opening remarks, Fr. Jeffrey likened making Solemn Vow to getting married. Both, 

he reflected, are life-time commitments. He then added, but few these days have had 

the opportunity to witness a Solemn Vow ceremony. Bro. Roger blessed all present with 

such an opportunity as he graced the Church with his willingness to live as a Friar for the 

rest of his life. A local parishioner commented that she has attended a lot of weddings, 

but none was as beautiful and moving as a Solemn Profession. 

Brother Roger first contacted the province in 2006 and joined 

us in 2007 at the age of 28. He was living in Pensacola, FL 

working as a Senior Retail Sales Representative for T-Mobile, 

USA. In 1996 he had become an Eagle Scout and from 1997 

until 2003 he worked for Blockbuster Video. He was very active 

in the civic community and was a volunteer firefighter from 

2002 until he entered our community. 

This past year Bro. Roger did his STIP year (Supervised Time in 

the Province) teaching freshman religion at Roger Bacon High 

School where he won the hearts of his students. He will now 

return to Chicago to finish his studies for the priesthood at 

Catholic Theological Union. 

Bro. Roger , with his hands in the hands of Fr. 

Jeffrey, pronounces his vows. Bro. William 

Gibson, O.F.M. holds the book. 

Brother Roger and his Mother 

Brother Roger Lopez, O.F.M. 

For pictures of these events, see page 4. For video 

highlights of the two Professions and the Reception of 

P os t u l a nt s  se e  o u r  Y o uT u b e ch a n n e l 

(franciscanvocations) or visit our Facebook page 

(Franciscan Vocations; St. John the Baptist Province). 



Four Friars Make First Profession 

Vocation Media Resources 
In the June 2012 Vocation Office Newsletter, we made mention of a new mini CD 

along with some new videos to be posted on YouTube. Well, plans have changed. 

At the advice of a number of media experts, the idea of producing a new mini CD bit 

the dust—as well as the idea of producing a CD/DVD of any kind. Other media are 

available which allow for greater flexibility and ease of use. So now we are focusing on 

a possible web page containing much of the material which was contained on the origi-

nal mini CD (which many of you received in the initial packet sent out by the Vocation 

Office) and much more. Unlike a CD/DVD, a web page can be updated at any time 

giving the Vocation Office the freedom to constantly renew materials. Stay tuned for 

further developments. 

We posted three new videos on YouTube recently. Each contains highlights of one of 

the Profession Ceremonies as well as the Reception of our new Postulants. You might 

want to check these out if you haven’t already. See our channel: franciscanvocations 

Our Facebook site (address: Franciscan Vocations; St John the Baptist Province) con-

tinues to grow. We try not to be too gossipy but do try to keep up with what is happen-

ing with regard to vocations and formation. Please take a look at the site and “Like” us 

so that you will continue to learn about our province and our ministries. 

Of course, our standby medium is our provincial website (at www.franciscan.org). 

There are a number of drop-down menus covering a good number of topics. One such 

menu contains the Vocation Pages on which you will find pictures of our men in forma-

tion, and information on discernment and our houses of Initial Formation. 

That’s quite a bit of looking and reading. Enjoy. 

In a private, for Friars only, ceremony in the chapel of St. Francis Friary in Burlington, 

WI., ten Friars from seven Franciscan Provinces from the United States and Canada 

ended their Novitiate Year by professing vows for the first time. Four of those ten are 

members of St. John the Baptist Province. 

Our Rule calls for the Novice’s habit to be in some way different from that of the Pro-

fessed. During the Novitiate the Novices wear a cord with no knots. Since the knots 

represent the vows , and since the novices have yet to take vows, this seems a crea-

tive and apt symbol. So, after making their Profession by placing their hands in the 

hands of Fr. Jeffrey Scheeler, O.F.M., our Provincial Minister, and promising to live the 

life and Rule of St. Francis for one year, each newly professed Friar was invested with 

a knotted cord. 

Brother Eric Seguin, began his discernment with us in 2009. He was working at the 

Cathedral in Ottawa, Canada at the time. Prior to that he worked in restaurant and 

hotel management. He entered Postulancy in 2010. 

Brother William Gibson hales from Round Rock, TX. When he contacted the province 

in 2006 he was a student at the University of Dallas living as a diocesan seminarian. 

He graduated in 2010; the year he entered the Postulancy 

Brother Adam Farkas is from Richmond, MI where he lived with his parents and 

younger sister. He graduated from Richmond High School in 2007 and worked in a 

local restaurant. He contacted us in 2009 and entered in 2010. 

Brother Jonathan Beer has been in contact with us since he was in Grade School. He 

made a Come and See weekend in 2008 but was asked to wait a year because of his 

age. After a year at the Franciscan University in Steubenville, OH he joined the Postu-

lancy class of 2010. 

Bro. Eric Seguin, O.F.M. Bro. William Gibson, 

O.F.M. 

Bro. Adam Farkas, O.F.M. Bro. Jonathan Beer, 

O.F.M. 

Annual Labor 

Day Picnic 
For 

the 

sec-

ond 

year 

in a 

row, 

the 

Friars’ 

Labor 

Day 

Picnic has been affected by the weather. 

This year it was the remnants of Hurri-

cane Isaac that dumped about 3 inches 

of rain. 

About forty Friars gathered in spite of the 

weather to play cards, visit, and feast on 

picnic food lovingly prepared by the Fri-

ars of St. Anthony Friary. 

Let’s pray that next year we get summer 

weather—for a change. 

Postulant Zach Bischler, in “formal attire” 

helps those arriving to stay somewhat dry. 



Come and See 
The dates for 2012-2013 are: 

 October 19-21, 2012 

November 30-December 2, 2012 

February 8-10, 2012 

April 19-21, 2013 

Making a Come and See weekend is a re-

quirement for admission to our community. 

The weekends are “by invitation” and one 

gets invited by fulfilling a couple of prelimi-

nary steps. First, one must return a com-

pleted Personal Inventory (the form in-

cluded in the initial packet of information). 

Second, the Vocation Director needs to visit 

the prospective in a face-to-face interview. 

If you have misplaced your Personal Inven-

tory or wish to set up an interview with Fr. 

Don, please simply contact the Vocation 

Office. Remember, returning the PI and 

having the interview do not obligate you to 

anything. They are just ways to get to know 

one another and advance discernment. 

Please contact the Vocation Office for fur-

ther details. 

 513-542-1082 or 800-827-1082 

We Have Three New Novices 

Officially received on August 15 by their Provincial Ministers, 

fifteen men from all over the United States and Canada be-

came the novitiate class of 2012-2013. Three of the new 

Novices are members of St. John the Baptist Province. 

Brother Jeffrey Schmitz, O.F.M., is from Lafayette, IN and was 

teaching in the Washington, DC area when he contacted our 

community in 2009. He comes with much experience having 

worked in the Peace Corp and for the 

federal government as a structural 

engineer. 

Brother William Estrellanes, O.F.M. 

was born and reared in the Philip-

pines. When he contacted us in 2010 he was serving as a 

volunteer with the Franciscan Sisters in 

Saint Cloud, MN. He earned a degree in 

psychology and took courses in commu-

nications and education. 

Brother Joshua Froning, O.F.M. hales 

from Piqua, OH and is a 2010 graduate 

of the University of Cincinnati. He first made contact with our 

province in 2009 while working on his degree in biochemistry. 

These Friars began their Postulancy in 2011. 

During this year, the Novices will live a quieter life than they have 

been used to.  Prayer, work, and a few classes will fill their daily 

schedule. The goal is to meet Jesus in a more intimate way and 

to prepare themselves for the vowed life as a Professed Franciscan. The classes will 

center around the life and rule of St. Francis and a deeper understanding of the vows 

they will profess. 

Poor Clare 800th 

Anniversary 

In 1212, Clare Offreduccio of Assisi left 

her home on the evening of Palm Sunday 

to join St. Francis of Assisi and his Broth-

ers at St. Mary of the Angels, the Portiun-

cula. There she was received into the 

Franciscan movement and, unbeknown 

to her at the time, began what we know 

today as the Order of Saint Clare, more 

popularly known as the Poor Clares. 

Many friends and the Friars of St. John 

the Baptist Province joined the local mon-

astery of Poor Clares in Cincinnati, OH for 

a festive Mass at St. Clement Church on 

August 11, 2012. 

Congratulations to our Poor Clare Sisters! 

Bro. Jeffrey Schmitz, O.F.M. 

Bro. William Estrellanes, 

O.F.M. 

Bro. Joshua Froning,, 

O.F.M. 

Ramón Castellon and  Zach Bischler entered our Postulancy Program on Sunday, 

March 19. On Thursday , March 23, during Evening Prayer, Fr. 

Jeffrey Scheeler, O.F.M. officially welcomed them and gave them 

a Tau Cross to wear as a symbol of their 

new Franciscan identity. 

Ramón comes to us from Santa Ana, CA 

and Zach from Henry, IL. Both men began 

their discernment with us in 2010. At the 

time, Ramón was a cashier at Ovation, Inc. 

and Zach was finishing up high school and 

working part-time as a landscaper. 

The Postulancy Year is primarily a time of 

adapting to Religious Life and learning 

about our province, the Order, and the Church as well as learning 

to understand oneself in new and deeper ways. Both Ramón and Zach have been 

active in their parishes and Catholic youth movements, so they come to us experi-

enced in ministry and eager to take on the Franciscan way of life. 

We Also Have Two New Postulants 

Zach Bischler 

Ramón Castellon 

Poor Clares bless those attending their Anniversary Mass 



The knotted cords for the newly Temporary Professed 
Bro. Roger prostrate during the Litany of the Saints 

Fr. Jeff speaks with Fr. Mike Perry, O.F.M., 

General Vicar of the Order of Friars Minor 

Ramón Castellon receives a Tau cross 

Novice Josh Froning, 

O.F.M. signs the “Book 

of Life” 

Zach Bischler receives the Tau cross 

Eric Seguin, O.F.M receives a knotted cord 

Friars gather in the garage for the rainy Labor Day  

picnic 

Fr. Jeff and new Novices look at the “Book of 

Life” which contains the official record of all 

Receptions and Professions of the Province Novices Jonathan Beer, O.F.M. and William Gibson, 

O.F.M. rehearse for their First Profession Ceremony 

at which they sang the Responsorial Psalm 

Pictures of Our Celebrations 

Friars give the Sign of Peace to newly Professed Bro. Roger 

Bros. Eric Seguin and Adam Farkas, O.F.M. smile, and 

Bro. Clifford Hennings, O.F.M. lifts his hands in prayer 

at the Solemn Profession Ceremony 

Pictures by Fr. Frank 

Jasper, O.F.M. and Fr. 

Donald Miller, O.F.M. 


